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International Rules for the Prevention of Collision at Sea.
• If you are proceeding upstream of the bridges at Glasgow Science
Centre you must know your air draught, and also determine the
overhead bridge clearances for the tide level at the time of passage,
by calculation in advance, and on arrival by checking the height of
the tide at the tide board at Yorkhill Quay, which gives the height of
the tide above chart datum. Tide boards en route can also be consulted
(see diagrams above).
Subtract this reading from Finnieston Bridge height, which is 10.01m
above chart datum at the best point of passage (at the daymark) to
determine the clearance height.
If visitors require Bells and The Science Centre bridges to be opened
(see diagram for closed heights), they must call 0141 946 5186 at
least 8 hours in advance of their arrival, or when booking a berth.
N.B The bridges cannot be opened in wind speeds of more than 20
mph (17 knots).
• Berthing at Glasgow. Pontoon berths at the Crowne Plaza can be
booked by calling the SECC on 0141 275 6270.
A new pontoon facility for Pacific Quay is being progressed by Glasgow
City Council (GCC) and it is proposed that it will be operational shortly
after the River Clyde Festival (19/20 July 2008). The GCC Broomielaw
pontoon will not be operational until after completion of the new
Tradeston Footbridge.
Information on GCC facilities can be obtained by phoning 0141 287
9225 (0800 – 1700), or 0141 276 1585 (1700 – 0800).
Information is also available on the website www.riverclydeusers.info

• All vessels should maintain a continuous listening watch on
VHF Channels 16 and 12 (Clydeport Estuary Control).

CONTACTS

VHF Channel Telephone

EMERGENCIES 999 / 112

Clydeport Estuary Control 12 01475 726221

HM Coastguard (Greenock MRCC) 16 / 67 01475 729988

Queen's Harbour Master (RN Faslane) 73 01436 674321 ext 3555

British Waterways (Bowling Basin) 16 / 74 01389 877969 (See Clydeport N to M)

Glasgow Berthing   – 0141 287 9225 (9328 after hours)

Clyde Boatyard (Rothesay Dock)   – 0141 941 3366

Marine Police Unit   – 01475 492541

Radio reporting point

Ship berthing location

Dead Slow and Ship Manoeuvering area

Pontoon berth

Metric Tide Board

KEY
Note: Diagrams are for guidance only.

Leaflet design and yachting consultancy: Clyde Marine Marketing & Media.  Photographs: Mike Balmforth, Loch Lomond Seaplanes and Clydeport.
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NAVIGATING FROM GREENOCK TO GLASGOW
• Check the Clydeport Notices to Mariners. These are
promulgated at clubs and marinas, and can be viewed and
downloaded from www.clydeport.co.uk
• Reporting Points (VHF Ch 12) on the River Clyde are mandatory
- see              symbols on chart.
• Vessels planning an upriver passage should contact their
destination or berth before proceeding.
• The speed limit upstream of Cloch Point is 12 knots, and 5
knots at locations marked by 'Dead Slow' notice boards. Due
regard must be paid to the effect of your wash.  (Clydeport
Notice to Mariners 03).
• Vessels under sail between Greenock Ocean Terminal (Buoy
No 1) and Bowling are not relieved of their obligation under
Rules for Narrow Channels to give way to large vessels.
• Vessels under way E of Bowling must proceed under power
only.
• Navigation of the River Cart should only be undertaken in
daylight. Information: 0141 842 5743 (office hours).
• The pontoon berth at Braehead is not a public landing point
and can only be used by prior arrangement.
• Craft within or passing Rothesay Dock, where there is a fuel
berth, must extinguish all naked lights.
• Seaplane operations take place between Princes Dock, the
passenger embarkation point, and the take-off and landing
area at Shieldhall Riverside Quay, near King George V dock.
The aircraft may also land abeam Yorkhill Quay in the vicinity
of the Tall Ship Glenlee. The aircraft commander will ensure
that the area is clear of surface craft before landing or taking
off, and will, when on the surface, be governed by the

A number of different types of warships and submarines use the
Gareloch, Loch Long and the Firth of Clyde Channel. The ships vary
from small mine hunters to large submarines and warships. Larger
vessels will remain within the Narrow Channel, where Rule 9 applies.

SUBMARINES
Submarines operate on the Clyde all year round. Whilst moving
through the Clyde, they will be on the surface. Submarines are not
especially manoeuverable on the surface and will follow the channels.
They may be escorted by security vessels, especially police launches
and inflateables. Other vessels should observe Rule 9, giving these
vessels a wide berth. Police vessels will intercept vessels which
come too close, particularly if they are likely to embarrass the safe
navigation of the vessel. Both the police vessels and the submarine
will monitor VHF Channels 16 and 12 whilst in the Clydeport area.
Because of the submarines low freeboard, they are often difficult
to see even in daytime, they also have a low radar signature so it
is prudent to keep a good look out and to monitor VHF.
Submarines travelling to or from Faslane will require the Gareloch
to be closed to other traffic which is signalled using the Port Closure
Flags at Faslane, Rhu Hard, Green Isle and Navy Buildings.

At night, the submarine will display an amber flashing light to assist
with detection. It is important to bear in mind that the navigation
lights are mostly housed on the fin, giving the submarine the
appearance of being much smaller than it is. The diagram below
shows the arrangement:

WARSHIPS
A large number of warships of all NATO nations and classes can be
seen on the Clyde in the spring and autumn as well as occasionally
throughout the year. Again these vessels will use the navigation
channels to transit through the Clyde, observing the Rule of the
Road as any other power driven vessel. The vessels will also monitor
VHF channels 16 and 12. The vessels pose no hazard and can be
easily seen. Larger vessels approaching Faslane will require the
Gareloch to be closed to other traffic which is signalled using the
Port Closure Flags at Faslane, Rhu Hard, Green Isle and Navy
Buildings. Vessels should observe normal Rule of the Road and not
approach warships for a 'closer look', in case this impedes the safe
passage of the vessel.

MINE HUNTERS
A number of small warships used for Mine Hunting are also deployed
from Faslane. These vessels may be found anywhere around the
Clyde and may not stick to the navigational channels whilst engaged
in mine hunting. Whilst engaged in mine hunting, these vessels will
display three all round green lights or three balls. These vessels
are restricted in their ability to manoeuvre whilst these lights and
shapes are exhibited. It is dangerous for another vessel to approach
within a 1000 yards.

Finnieston Crane and the Clyde Arc BridgeOcean Terminal, Greenock River Leven Entrance Bowling Harbour Entrance Rothesay Dock Entrance Rothesay Dock Braehead Pontoons The Glenlee, Glasgow’s Tall Ship
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